[Study of the relation between MMP2, MMP9 and nasopharyngeal carcinoma].
To evaluate the role of matrix metalloproteinase (MMP) in the invasion and metastasis of nasopharyngeal carcinoma (NPC). Twenty-six cases of NPC were studied by immunohistochmical method using monocolonal antibody to MMP2 and MMP9. It was showed that there were significantly correlation between MMP2 or MMP9 and the invasion and metastasis of NPC. The positive rate of MMP2 and MMP9 were higher in NPC with cervical lymph node involvement than that of no cervical lymph node involvement. And they were lower in well differentiated NPC than poorly differentiated NPC. The results indicate that MMP2 and MMP9 may play a critical role in assisting carcinoma cell to degrade basement membrane to invade surrounding tissues and to form metastatic colonies in lymph nodes.